THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
that they really all have exactly the same meaning ? *
Yet as soon as anybody demands real concrete facts
instead of these vague generalities, he is invariably told
that, he does not understand the theory. Cunow, for
instance, turning against those who criticise it, affirms
that by " mode of production " Marx did not mean
" the activity of production in the word's proper sense "
but rather the " social and material process of life as a
whole ", a vague and hazy verbiage which is so com-
prehensive as to mean nothing in particular. A false
theory finds a clear and exact terminology repugnant.
Marx's meaning, however, was obviously less nebulous
than Cunow would have it; it is perfectly clear that he
meant economic production in the usual sense of the
word.2
If we allow ourselves to be guided by Marx's own
words and by what Engels, Cunow, Kautsky, Labriola
and others repeat in chorus, we have to accept it as their
* Cf. pp. 253-4.
2 The repeated use by Marx and Engels of the words " material" and
" real" was occasioned by their opposition to the idealistic philosophy of
Hegel. Though we are constantly admonished not to confuse " historical"
materialism with " philosophical " materialism, according to which all that
is called intellectual or spiritual, is but a function or a product of what is
called matter, it is to be borne in mind that the founders of historical material-
ism were also philosophical materialists. Expressions like " real life " or
" material process of life " are directed against Hegel, who imagined that
he was able to construct the whole material world, that is, the world per-
ceived by our senses, out of abstract.thought. Marx and Engels wanted
to make it clear that history consists in visible and palpable facts, while the
intellectual and psychic phenomena are only a by-product of the former.
It will be shown that this theory is as misleading as the other.
Cunow's mode of expression, however, is incongruous and illogical, for
"social and material life as a whole", as contrasted with production alone,
can only mean all observable activities and occurrences of a period, and
would include a good many political, legal and other activities which accord-
ing to Cunow's own doctrine belong to the superstructure. Marx certainly
did not mean this.
68